
 

  
 

 

2022 SKADDEN FELLOWS /  1 1 . 2 3 . 2 1  
We are pleased to introduce to you the 34th class of Skadden Fellows. We are honored by the caliber 
and creativity of our Fellows, their extraordinary public interest advocacy skills, and the depth of 
their commitment to the diverse client communities they will serve. 

 
+ Jill Applegate currently clerks for Judge Robert Pitman in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 
of Texas. Jill graduated with High Honors, as a Class of 2021 Chancellor, from the University of Texas School 
of Law, where she was the Wayne Reaud Scholar (a full tuition scholarship awarded to one entering student 
in each class dedicated to public interest law) and served as co-president of the Public Interest Law 
Association. Jill, who is fluent in Spanish, will return to the Immigration Defense Unit of Neighborhood 
Defender Service of Harlem, where she interned. She will represent clients who have the right to remain in 
the U.S., but are facing deportation based on minor convictions for which they are entitled to post conviction 
relief, or convictions based on statutes which have since been repealed. Jill’s project will ensure clients find 
permanency in the place they already call home, and help to stabilize immigrant communities.  
 
+ Nola Booth is ranked first in her class at Cornell Law School, where she serves as editor of the Cornell 
Journal of Law and Public Policy. Nola will return to Legal Assistance of Western New York (LawNY), where 
she interned, to expand its successful medical-legal partnership model to Ithaca and surrounding Tompkins 
County, New York. She will represent low-income families, especially mothers and pregnant or postnatal 
parents, in securing financial and housing stability after the birth of a child. The overall poverty rate in 
Tompkins County is 20%, but for single mothers with children under 5, the poverty rate is 51%. In the City of 
Ithaca, those rates are 45% and 80%, respectively. Nola will provide direct representation as well as legal 
information and referral services. Nola will also provide these critical economic security legal services to 
families who bring their child to the emergency room, and patients of affiliated OB/GYN and pediatric 
practices.  
 
+ Ekaterina (Katja) Botchkareva attends Columbia Law School, where she was recognized as a James 
Kent Scholar and a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar, and is a member of the first graduating class of Columbia 
Public Interest/Public Service Fellows. She serves as an editor of both the Journal of Gender and Law and 
Journal of Race and Law and is the co-president of the Student Public Interest Network and the Society for 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights. Katja, who is fluent in four languages, will work at Capital Area Immigrants’ 
Rights Coalition (CAIR). She will establish a medical-legal partnership to provide integrated immigration 
representation and medical advocacy to immigrants in the Washington, D.C. area experiencing health-
harming conditions in immigration detention. Katja’s project will be one of the nation’s first of its kind for 
detained immigrants. In partnership with Doctors for Camp Closures, Katja will advocate for detained 
immigrants with complex medical needs ensuring that they either receive adequate treatment in detention 
or are released to receive medical care and pursue immigration relief in their communities.  
 
+ Nicole Cabañez is a top student at Yale Law School, where she serves as editor of the Yale Law & Policy 
Review and Inter Alia. She volunteers as a law student mentor and teaching fellow in the newly created 
Access to Law School pipeline program for New Haven youth, and has been instrumental in designing and 
launching the new program. Nicole, who is fluent in Spanish, will work at the National Consumer Law Center 
in Washington, D.C.. She will advocate for linguistically accessible financial documents such as financing 
agreements and debt collection notices. The project aims to reduce the barriers to economic security and 
fair access to credit faced by individuals with limited English proficiency. This work will build on Nicole's 
experiences in the housing clinic, where she was instrumental in shaping the strategy of an important 
consumer protection amicus brief before the U.S. Supreme Court. Nicole will engage in direct representation, 
using (and seeking to expand) unfair business practices legislation in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and 
Virginia.  
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+ Grace Carson is a student at UCLA School of Law where she is active in the public interest community. 
She has held leadership positions each year in the Native American Law Students Association and Law 
Students for Decarceration, and is a board member of the Los Angeles chapter of the National Lawyers 
Guild. Grace serves as an editor of the UCLA Law Review and Indigenous Peoples’ Journal of Law, Culture, 
and Resistance, one of the only journals in the country that addresses Indigenous law. During her project, 
Grace will work with the Tribal Law and Policy Institute in Los Angeles to serve as outside expert counsel to 
tribal governments as they build and implement restorative justice systems. These novel legal systems will 
address the needs of Native survivors of interpersonal violence, while providing for both rehabilitation and 
accountability for the parties responsible. Grace also will develop the legal framework by which a tribal nation 
could institutionalize a restorative justice system within its tribal code. 
 
+ Ava Cilia is a student at Harvard Law School, where she serves as an editor on the Civil Rights-Civil 
Liberties Law Review and has worked at multiple leading nonprofits in New York City throughout her 
education, at the intersection of civil rights and racial justice. Ava will work at the family defense practice at 
Brooklyn Defender Services, where she will provide direct representation to individuals who are harmed by 
their inclusion on the New York State Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect. Millions of individuals are 
included in the registry, often for decades and based only on allegations of abuse or neglect that may never 
have been founded. Inclusion on the registry excludes people from numerous career opportunities and 
prevents an individual from serving as a foster or adoptive parent. Recent legislative reforms cap the amount 
of time a person can be listed on the registry and allow individuals to request relevancy hearings so that their 
inclusion no longer bars the path to employment. Ava will represent clients in the new relevancy hearings 
process, will train attorneys and law students, conduct trainings and outreach to Brooklyn parents and 
coalition partners on parents’ rights under the new laws, and participate in community-led policy and 
legislative advocacy. 
 
+ Anthony Damelio is a top student at Fordham University School of Law, and is a recipient of Fordham’s 
Stein Scholarship for public interest students. He is a member of the Fordham Urban Law Journal. Anthony’s 
forthcoming note is on the topic of worker rights, and he serves as a board member of the school’s Workers’ 
Rights Advocate group. He holds a master’s degree from Yale Divinity School, and served as a pastor for 
three years before law school. Anthony  who is professionally proficient in Spanish, will return to Catholic 
Migration Services, where he interned. He will represent low-wage immigrant workers in the New York area 
who experience workplace rights violations including health and safety issues. He will ensure the robust 
implementation of the groundbreaking New York HERO Act. The Act creates a private right of action for 
employees to require their employers to implement adequate protections against the transmission of airborne 
pathogens, and facilitates and protects employee organizing around workplace safety issues. Anthony will 
support the organizing and advocacy of two worker centers, including New Immigrant Community 
Empowerment, where he previously served as Deputy Director. 
 
+ Drake Darrah is a student at Georgetown University Law Center, where he has focused his coursework 
and experiential education on the child welfare system. During law school he has worked as a paralegal at 
a leading disability rights firm. Drake has interned both for a judge in Washington, D.C.’s family court and 
for the D.C. Attorney General’s office, which represents the D.C. child welfare agency. Drake, who is fluent 
in American Sign Language, will return to the National Association of the Deaf, where he interned, to 
advocate for deaf parents and children in the child welfare system. Deaf parents and children experience 
significant harm from lack of accommodation and discrimination, often resulting in unjustified permanent 
family separations. Drake will provide individual representation in Washington, D.C. and Maryland to both 
parents and children to secure legally mandated accommodations, including ensuring that deaf children are 
placed in foster homes with fluency in sign language, deaf parents receive services responsive to their needs 
and are provided translation where necessary, and families are supported and accommodated through the 
reunification planning process. He will also ensure programs that recruit and train foster and adoptive parents 
provide reasonable accommodations, so deaf adults are not discriminatorily impeded from serving as foster 
and adoptive parents.  
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+ Liza Davis is a top student at the University of Michigan Law School, where she serves as executive editor 
of the Michigan Journal of Race & Law, and is a leader in both the Black Law Students Association and the 
Women of Color Coalition. Liza will work at the American Civil Liberties Union Women’s Rights Project where 
she will employ a multi-disciplinary strategy to challenge exclusionary school discipline experienced by Black 
girls with disabilities, with a primary focus on Michigan. Liza will engage in direct representation of her clients 
in disciplinary proceedings, and will bring impact litigation challenging unjust discipline policies. She will 
provide Know Your Rights training to directly impacted students and parents, and support their advocacy 
efforts. Liza will leverage the resources of the ACLU, including its Racial Justice Project, Disability Rights 
Project and the Data & Analytics team, to make her project even more impactful. 
 
+ Laura Flores attends the University of California, Irvine School of Law, where she is an editor of the UC 
Irvine Law Review, serves as a mentor in the college pre-law society, and is a leader of the Latinx Law 
Student Association. Laura, who is a fluent Spanish speaker, will work at Justice Action Center (JAC) in Los 
Angeles. She will challenge the federal government’s practice of sharing information that it has collected 
from unaccompanied immigrant children regarding their symptoms of trauma, which delays their release 
from custody or undermines their ability to secure immigration relief. As a result, children who are legally 
entitled to relief are effectively penalized for their mental health challenges and experiences with trauma. At 
JAC, which is a new and growing organization led by a former Skadden Fellow, Laura will bring impact 
litigation and engage in public policy advocacy to protect the rights of her vulnerable clients. 
 
+ Paula Garcia-Salazar is a top student at Yale Law School, where she is an editor of the Yale Journal of 
Law and Technology and has leadership positions on both the First Generation Professionals group and the 
Latinx Law Students Association. Paula participated in the Skadden, Arps Honors pipeline program in Legal 
Studies at Macaulay Honors College at the City College of New York. Paula will return to the Special 
Litigation Unit of New York City’s Legal Aid Society, where she was an intern. She will engage in systemic 
litigation and policy advocacy to challenge New York City’s processes to retrieve items seized during arrest. 
Paula will support a coalition advocating to amend the city administrative code to create a faster and more 
responsive process to secure the return of their cell phones and will bring affirmative litigation to require 
meaningful due process hearings. Paula will also provide Know Your Rights information to self-represented 
individuals. 
 
+ Glynnis Hagins is a student at the University of South Carolina School of Law where she is an editor of 
the Journal of Law and Education, serves as a peer mentor, and is active in multiple student organizations. 
Glynnis will work at the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), to provide 
legal representation to families facing barriers to housing in Columbia, South Carolina. Glynnis’ project will 
broaden and deepen the NAACP’s Housing Navigator Program (HNP), which was founded during the 
pandemic and at which Glynnis currently volunteers. Glynnis, a former teacher, will partner with local school 
districts, bringing HNP resources directly to schools with large populations of low-income students of color, 
and will also provide Know Your Rights training and create materials for self-represented individuals who 
come to HNP. Glynnis will bring affirmative litigation under the Fair Housing Act, where clients encounter 
discrimination or policies that create a disparate impact on people of color and will support community-driven 
policy advocacy on issues of housing discrimination. Glynnis is the first graduate of the University of South 
Carolina School of Law to secure a Skadden Fellowship, and will be the first to be hosted by the NAACP, 
and the first to establish a project based in the state of South Carolina.  
 
+ D.C. Hiegert currently clerks for Judge Jacy J. Hurst on the Kansas Court of Appeals. D.C. graduated at 
the top of their class at the University of Kansas School of Law, where they served as president of OUTLaws. 
In recognition of co-founding the name change and gender marker clinic (with a current Skadden Fellow), 
D.C. was awarded the PSJD/NALP national Pro Bono Publico Award. D.C. authored an article on the 
implications of religious liberty exemption laws to LGBTQ+ rights in Kansas, which received the Shapiro 
Award for Best Article in the Kansas Journal of Law & Public Policy, on which D.C. also served as an editor. 
They will work at the ACLU of Kansas to challenge discrimination against LGBTQ+ Kansans. They will litigate 
to challenge discrimination in schools, employment, and medical service provision. Additionally, they will 
provide Know Your Rights trainings and support self-advocacy by drafting model complaints to the Kansas 
Human Rights Commission. There is currently no nonprofit organization in Kansas that is dedicated to 
advocating for the legal rights of LGBTQ+ residents of the state. 
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+ Diana Howat attends Northeastern University School of Law, where she has focused on youth advocacy, 
including in her coursework, internships, and summer work experience. Diana will return to the EdLaw 
Project in Boston, where she previously interned, to advocate for and enforce the education rights of young 
adults with disabilities. She will ensure her clients receive mandated educational services while under court 
supervision in the community, or while they are preparing to return to the community from the Department 
of Youth Services. Diana will provide direct educational advocacy, train public defenders to provide 
educational advocacy for their clients, and support young people’s self-advocacy. Diana spearheaded the 
design and development of an interactive, online access to justice tool that aids students, families, and 
advocates in providing the necessary information for complaints with the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education.  
 
+ Jack Hsia attends Georgetown University Law Center where they are a recipient of the Blume Public 
Interest Scholarship. Jack co-founded the Housing for All Collective, which advocates for Georgetown to 
support the neighborhood’s unhoused population. After college, Jack was a Fulbright Fellow in Colombia, 
working to promote peace, rebuilding and reconciliation in areas heavily affected by internal conflict. Jack, 
who is fluent in Mandarin and has additional language abilities, will work at Communities Resist (CoRe) on 
housing insecurity issues in New York City’s low-income Asian immigrant communities. Jack will provide 
legal representation to address critical housing-related needs including habitability, discrimination and 
harassment, language access, and informal evictions, which will include a unique immigrant justice lens. 
Jack will advance individual tenant’s rights with an eye towards cementing long-term neighborhood stability.  
 
+ Emma Hulse currently clerks for Judge Sarah Netburn in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District 
of New York and previously clerked for Judge Rowan D. Wilson on the New York Court of Appeals. She 
graduated at the top of her class at UCLA School of Law where she was a UCLA Law Distinguished Scholar, 
an editor on the UCLA Law Review and active in a number of student organizations. She also secured a 
master’s from UCLA in Latin American Studies. Emma was a Fulbright Fellow in Guatemala, supporting 
literacy training for indigenous women, and worked for six years as a parent organizer in New York before 
law school. Emma, who is fluent in Spanish, will work at the New York Civil Liberties Union, where she will 
address the overrepresentation of students of color, immigrant youth, and emergent bilingual students in 
special education in Westchester County. Emma will provide Know Your Rights workshops and conduct 
legal clinics at community-based organizations and will engage in direct representation to ensure that 
students receive the language and other educational support to which they are entitled. 
 
+ Nevah Jones is a student at the University of Virginia School of Law, where she received the Claire 
Corcoran Public Service Award and The Raven Society (Honor Society) Scholarship Award for her 
commitment to public service and leadership outside the classroom. Nevah had a 20-year career in the U.S. 
Air Force, during which time she received 20 military decorations and secured her bachelor’s degree from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and two master’s degrees, from the Naval War College in national 
security/strategic studies and from Webster University in human resources. Nevah will work at the Veterans 
Legal Services Project of the Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy where she will expand a medical-legal 
partnership to serve veterans. She will train medical providers to create adequate medical evidence to 
support veterans’ disability retirement applications and discharge upgrade claims. Success in these cases 
entitles a veteran to full VA mental health care, which can be life-altering. 
 
+ Wafa Junaid is a student at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, where she is a recipient of the Dawn 
Clark Netsch Scholarship of Public Interest. Wafa is an editor on the Northwestern University Law Review 
and president of both the Diversity Coalition and the Muslim Law Students Association. Wafa, who is fluent 
in four languages, will work in the Immigrants’ Rights Project of the American Civil Liberties Union. She will 
use a multi-pronged strategy to challenge the government’s monitoring of immigrants in removal proceedings 
in New York and New Jersey. The Immigration and Customs Enforcement is rapidly expanding the use of 
its Intensive Supervision Appearance Program (ISAP), which requires participants to submit to in-person 
visits, electronic ankle location monitoring, and the regular use of an app that uses facial recognition and 
voice identification. Wafa will represent individuals seeking to be released from ISAP, coordinating with local 
immigrant rights organizations to submit habeas petitions and grievances. She also will support advocates 
in challenging their clients’ inclusion in the program and will engage in impact litigation and policy advocacy 
to replace ISAP with community-based case management services. 
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+ Shariful Khan is a student at Yale Law School where he is lead editor of the Yale Law & Policy Review 
and is involved in numerous student organizations. He is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of City College of New 
York, where he participated in the Skadden, Arps Honors pipeline program in Legal Studies. He is now a 
leader in building an access to law school program at Yale. Shariful will work at Public Justice where he will 
challenge racially hostile environments in K-12 schools in the Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia area. 
Shariful will address the often overlooked link between racially discriminatory school discipline and racial 
harassment. The project will include affirmative litigation under federal civil rights and constitutional theories, 
as well as state law protections. Shariful will also support policy reform efforts of local student organizations. 
Following his fellowship, Shariful will clerk for Judge Robert Bacharach on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Tenth Circuit. 
 
+ Kaitlynn Milvert attends Harvard Law School, where she is an editor of the Harvard Law Review, is co-
president of the Disability Law Students Association and has a forthcoming publication on disability and legal 
capacity. Kaitlynn is currently a student fellow in the Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, 
and Bioethics, where she is researching racism in involuntary psychiatric treatment. Kaitlynn will return to 
Equip for Equality in Chicago, where she interned, to advocate on behalf of clients with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD) to expand their access to less restrictive alternatives to adult guardianship. 
Kaitlynn will engage in direct representation to reduce restrictions within a guardianship or to create a formal 
alternative such as a supported decision-making agreement. Her advocacy will build off recent legislative 
changes in Illinois. Kaitlynn will collaborate with self-advocates to develop relevant resources and trainings 
for people with disabilities, so they can successfully seek changes for themselves. To prevent the 
establishment of unnecessary guardianships, she will engage in outreach and education efforts with the 
system actors who are most frequently recommending full guardianship. 
 
+ Cristina Moreno is in the top 5% of her class at Boston University School of Law. She is a Public Interest 
Scholar and the executive editor of the Boston University Law Review. Cristina is a leader in both the Latin 
American Law Student Association and the Immigration Law & Policy Society, and serves as a student 
attorney in the law school’s Immigrants’ Rights & Human Trafficking Program. Cristina, who is fluent in 
Spanish, will return to the Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project (ASAP), where she interned. She will support 
member-led regulatory advocacy and litigation to expand access to asylum. Cristina will support ASAP’s 
over 150,000 members by assisting member-leaders in submitting comments to the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) when it engages in the rulemaking process, and will facilitate ASAP’s and its 
members’ direct advocacy to senior DHS officials. Cristina will litigate to challenge harmful regulations where 
the agency ignores the comments of ASAP’s members. In addition to this broader policy work, Cristina will 
also provide direct representation to member-leaders in their asylum merits cases and work authorization 
applications.  
 
+ Jacquelyn Oesterblad will graduate at the top of her class at Yale Law School where she is an editor of 
the Yale Law & Policy Review, a Fellow with the Solomon Center for Health Law & Policy, and the Co-
Director of the Green Haven Prison Project. She recently was selected for a national fellowship to study 
ethical leadership. Jacquelyn will work at the Debtors’ Prison Project of Public Justice, a national project 
based in Oakland, California, where she will combat the criminalization of homelessness in Arizona through 
strategic individual representation and impact litigation on behalf of unhoused people. Specifically, she will 
challenge the collection of fines, fees, surcharges, and court debts arising from homelessness-related 
offenses, appealing mandatory fees, and requesting fee waivers where the law provides for such a request. 
Jacquelyn's project aims to help end the cycles of homelessness and incarceration. 
 
+ Kavya Parthiban will graduate at the top of her class at UCLA School of Law, where she is a staff member 
on the Disability Law Journal and a leader in both the Youth and Education Justice Club and the South Asian 
Law Students Association. Kavya will work at Disability Rights Education Defense Fund in Berkeley to 
enforce the rights of low-income disabled parents in dependency proceedings in the Bay Area. She will 
provide direct, holistic representation for parents with disabilities who are at risk of losing custody of their 
children due to accusations of abuse or neglect. Parents with disabilities, especially parents of color and 
those with mental disabilities, face high risk of the removal of their children, even where they are 
demonstrably able to parent, due to discrimination in the dependency process. Kavya will advocate that 
parents receive legally required accommodation in the services they need to parent their children, and will 
challenge discriminatory assumptions of child welfare agencies and family court judges about her clients’ 
ability to parent. 
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+ Eliza Quander is a student at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law where she is the senior articles editor 
of the Northwestern University Law Review and has been involved in numerous student organizations, 
including the school’s chapter of the National Lawyers Guild. Eliza will return to Legal Aid Chicago, where 
she worked for two years as a paralegal, in the same education law practice that will host her project. Eliza 
will enforce the education rights of students who have dropped out or are at risk of dropping out. She will 
represent students in a variety of legal issues, including school discipline, special education, and enrollment 
disputes. Additionally, she will provide community education and engage with and support youth groups’ 
efforts to remove police from schools, as well as address some of the systemic issues driving youth from 
school. Eliza will support student groups in their activism, providing legal information and Know Your Rights 
trainings.  
 
+ Andrea Reyes is a student at UC Davis School of Law where she is a leader in both the First Generation 
Advocates Student Board and the Latinx Law Students Association, and received an award for outstanding 
oralist in moot court. Andrea, who is fluent in Spanish, will return to Dolores Street Community Services, 
where she was a paralegal for three years before law school. She will expand access to immigration legal 
services and information in the San Francisco Bay Area. Andrea will provide full-scope affirmative and 
defensive representation, screening for various types of immigration relief, with a focus on T-visas. The Bay 
Area is home to over one third foreign-born residents who work in a wide range of industries. Andrea’s 
project will strategically strengthen community-driven advocacy programs, which are member-led and 
emphasize leadership development of directly impacted individuals.  
 
+ Diana Sánchez currently clerks for Judge Richard A. Paez on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit and previously clerked for Judge Keith P. Ellison in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
Texas. Diana graduated at the top of her class from Stanford Law School, with the highest pro bono 
distinction. She was an editor of the Stanford Journal of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, received various 
awards for her commitment to public interest and leadership outside the classroom, and served as a leader 
in numerous student organizations. Diana, who is fluent in Spanish, will work at Immigrant Defenders Law 
Center in Los Angeles, where she will challenge the harmful effects of detention and surveillance of 
immigrants with disabilities. The goal of Diana’s project will be to secure the release of detained immigrants 
with disabilities and advocate for less burdensome release conditions for her clients. Additionally, she will 
create a Working Group of immigration and disability rights attorneys, as well as community organizations, 
to coordinate resources and efforts towards a permanent coalition. 
 
+ Delaram Takyar is a student at Yale Law School, where she is an editor of the Yale Law and Policy 
Review, is active in student groups on campus and volunteers in the HAVEN Medical Legal Partnership. She 
holds a Ph.D. in sociology from New York University and has multiple publications on a variety of public 
interest issues. Delaram will work at the Tennessee Justice Center where she will establish a medical-legal 
partnership to serve low-income women living in rural Middle Tennessee – which currently has one of the 
highest rates of maternal and infant mortality in the United States. She will work with coalition partner 
Matthew Walker Comprehensive Health Center, which provides social work services, an onsite food pantry, 
and wellness programs. Delaram anticipates focusing primarily on access to health care and nutrition 
benefits by appealing denials or disenrollment from needed benefits.  
 
+ Katie Whitley is ranked second in her class at Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law, 
where she is an editor for the Indiana Law Review, and her forthcoming note is on the topic of improving 
access to high-quality schools in Indiana. She also serves in leadership roles for multiple student 
organizations, and has been the recipient of several academic awards. After college, Katie joined Teach for 
America (TFA) as a middle school teacher in Indianapolis and continued teaching in a high-poverty charter 
school for three years beyond TFA, serving as an 8th grade team lead. Katie will work at Indiana Legal 
Services where she will create school-based legal clinics in schools in Eastern Indianapolis – which has a 
remarkably high eviction rate. She will partner with the charter network at which she used to teach and will 
primarily represent parents of school-age children experiencing challenges with housing and public benefits. 
By working onsite at schools, Katie will remove obstacles that families typically face in seeking assistance. 
She also will engage students to design and implement Know Your Rights trainings.  
 
 
 


